[Clinical study of eight thymic carcinomas].
Eight patients with thymic carcinoma were surgically treated at Sapporo City General Hospital from September 1990 to January 2002. The histological subtypes of thymic carcinoma were squamous cell in 5, undifferentiated in 2, and small cell in one. After median sternotomy, 5 patients had total resection of the tumor, and 3 had incomplete resection due to extensive mediastinal invasion involving the main pulmonary artery in the A-P window. Of 3 cases with intra pericardial malignant effusion, one patient survived 7 years without recurrence of the tumor after the exploratory operation followed by mediastinal irradiation without chemotherapy. In this patient, existence of the malignant cells in the pericardial effusion was not associated with poor outcome.